
UCT Canadian Alumni Bursaries:   UCT has made an ambitious commitment 
to the principle that no talented student will ever be turned away because of financial 
need.  The UCT Canadian Alumni Bursaries support undergraduate students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, to enable them to fulfil their potential and reach their 
dreams.  The bursaries support MBChB, as well as  postgraduate  students who 
undertake research projects that increase the knowledge base of the region, and make 
their first step towards developing a successful academic career.

Student Wellness Service:   Holistic student development is a key concern at UCT. The 
Student Wellness Service works to promote this value through a range of interventions offered 
by a professional team consisting of medical practitioners, psychiatrists, nurses, a social worker 
and psychologists.   Of particular concern is the increased risk that students face with mental 
health issues, given the demanding workloads and the trauma that can be associated with a 
politically transitioning environment and life away from the familiarities of home. The increased 
services include providing a crisis care line, on site crisis intervention service after hours, as well 
as psychologists who have a lived experience of previous disadvantage. 

Schools Improvement Initiative:  The inequality gap among schools in South Africa 
continues to pose serious challenges for higher education and bears a negative impact on 
the country’s development.  The SII is helping to address this challenge, by training teachers, 
assisting with curricula reform, and widening access to tertiary education in disadvantaged 
areas around the Western Cape.   Donor support is required to ensure that this Initiative can 
continue to strengthen and expand its primary school interventions, and make it possible 
for talented and ambitious high school children in the townships to strive for and achieve a 
university place.   www.sii.uct.ac.za

Distinguishing UCT:  It is crucial for UCT to seek long-term solutions towards financial stability, particularly in the face of 
decreasing Government subsidies and the unfeasibility of increased tuition fees. Growing the undesignated endowment will give 
UCT much-needed flexibility to plan effectively for the future, while bolstering its dual role as provider of world class professionals 
and role models, and deliverer of key initiatives which address development challenges in South Africa and the continent.

Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance:  The continent requires a 
centre of excellence to provide training and research in the area of public governance 
and the Nelson Mandela Memorial and School of Public Governance will be a fitting 
development to enhance Mandela’s legacy and help to underwrite Africa’s bright 
future.  The School offers part-time Masters’ qualifications aimed at senior managers in 
the public sector, NGOs, Aid and philanthropic organisations, for people based on the 
African continent who are from Africa and who are working on African issues. UCT has 
joined with SANParks and the Nelson Mandela Foundation to establish a home for the 
School on the slopes of Table Mountain, part of a living memorial to Nelson Mandela. 
www.mandelaschool.uct.ac.za 

SHAWCO:  In 2018, SHAWCO, one of the biggest student volunteer organisations on the African 
continent, celebrates 75 years of community engagement.  SHAWCO Health co-ordinates six clinics 
which are run by medical students and operate at night on a weekly basis in various Cape Town 
communities as well as paediatric clinics every second Saturday morning.  SHAWCO Education 
projects operate out of the SHAWCO community centres, and focus on literacy and numeracy 
with younger children, with intermediate and senior projects focussing on English, Maths, Physical 
Science, Accounting and Life Skills, as well as offering additional interventions such as arts, sports, 
entrepreneurship, life skills and career advice. www.shawco.org

 

You can Make a Diference through Support of ...

Please see overleaf for how you can support these projects   |   Thank you so much!
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