
Given the critical shortage of people with postgraduate qualifications in South Africa and 

the need to produce more specialists to drive the knowledge economy, the University of 

Cape Town (UCT) aims to attract and support a larger number of postgraduate students.   

While the government has provided significant funding for poor and working class undergraduate students, there is 

almost no state funding for post-graduate students other than a small number of bursaries through research grants. 

Financial stresses on families, and the pressure for graduates to start earning a living as soon as possible, prevent many 

promising students, especially those from middle to low income households, from pursuing postgraduate study. Many 

others are self-supporting while studying and this is often through the challenging arrangement of part-time employment. 

Our aim is to provide financial support to as many candidates as possible so that they are able to concentrate on their 

graduate studies and on producing excellent research. This is also to ensure that they are able to complete their research 

within a brisk timeframe.

Dr Max Price and Prof Deborah Posel have both been committed to the vision of growing the next generation of academics 

and, as Dr Price reaches the end of his term as Vice-Chancellor, they now leave a legacy of support through the generous 

establishment of the Max Price and Deborah Posel Postgraduate Scholarships.
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Postgraduate funding helps ensure greater access 
for talented students to pursue specialised studies 

and fulfil their career goals against all odds
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Max and Deborah have launched this fund with a personal pledge of ZAR 500,000. The Max Price 

and Deborah Posel Postgraduate Scholarships present an opportunity for potential donors to stand 

with us in helping to ensure greater sustainability and wider access to advanced tertiary study 

and the nurturing of the next generation of academics. At the same time you will be honouring 

the contribution that Max and Deborah have made to UCT during his ten years as Vice-Chancellor, 

leading the university through a critical period of growth, internationalisation and transformation.

While donations to the Max Price Postgraduate Scholarships are allocated to a spend-down endowment,  

UCT acknowledges such contributions as resonating with the spirit of our endowment campaign - Distinguishing UCT.

Scholarship programmes at UCT are structured as 

comprehensive support packages that cater not only for 

academic and residence fees, but also essential living 

costs. These amounts vary by degree and level of study 

and the nature of research expenses. 

The scholarships aim to assist talented students at 

UCT who require financial backing to pursue Honours,  

Masters, or Doctoral programmes of study across all 

academic disciplines.

With your help, the Max Price and Deborah Posel 

Postgraduate Scholarships will expand UCT’s capacity to 

help more of our outstanding students to pursue study and 

career paths as academics and specialists in their fields. 

The scholarships will be set up as a spend-down 

endowment over a period of 10 years. We aim to build a 

total investment of R5 million which will grant assistance 

to one Honours, one Masters, and one Doctoral student 

per year.

HONOUR’S SCHOLARSHIP
1 YEAR

TOTAL ZAR  155 000

DOCTORAL SCHOLARSHIP
PER YEAR FOR UP TO 4 YEARS

MASTER’S SCHOLARSHIP
PER YEAR FOR 1-2 YEARS

The cost of a postgraduate scholarship includes Academic Fees (Tuition and Dissertation), 
Accommodation, Meals and Ancillary Costs, and Study Equipment.

TOTAL ZAR  165 000

TOTAL ZAR  180 000


